Cave Hotels: Underground But Over The Top
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Mankind at some point in history came out of the caves but some hotels are stubbornly remaining loyal to the concept of underground living. These places across the world range from the rustically simple to more lavish luxury lodging. 

The award-winning Desert Cave Hotel in Coober Pedy in Australia is one example. It claims to be the only desert cave hotel in Australia and its located in a region that produces 95% of the world’s supply of commercial opal, most of which still comes from the fields of Coober Pedy. 

“The concept of underground homes here is believed to have been introduced by soldiers returning from the trenches of World War I who wanted to escape hot summer temperatures and occasional dust storms,” says hotel manager Robert Coro. The hotel here opened in 1988. 

Coro, whose father started the hotel but was killed in an auto accident before it opened, terms dugout style living in the 50 rooms “the experience of a lifetime.” Why not? Rooms are quiet, cool, dark and airy -- also spacious with high ceilings. 

“Most visitors say that sleeping underground gives them the best night’s sleep they have ever had,” Coro says. 

Visitors staying at cave hotels often comment on their surprise at how the rooms stay at a constant natural temperature and how they seem to be absent of any noise at all. One Website on the subject says cave life offers “the solidity of the earth and the silence of a church.” 

	


The Desert Cave has 19 underground and 31 above ground rooms. The hotel in the center of town has a pool. Rates start at about $160. When hotel-goers tire of their caves, they can visit an Old Timer’s Mine and Museum that has exhibits tracing opal mining back to 1916. 

The concept of cave living is not new of course, and they’ve long been established as good housing for humans. They maintain a constant indoor temperature because of the natural earth insulation, which also keeps them quiet. They are inexpensive to produce and can also have all the amenities of a regular hotel room such as electricity and plumbing. 

These advantages led to a proliferation of cave hotels in some Spanish towns such as the small coastal city of Galera. The 20-room Casas Cueva blends right in with surrounding caves. Tourists are visiting here in ever-increasing numbers. 

“Visitors come, in the main, to experience something missing from the urban centers of the world,” writes Habeeb Salloum in Contemporary Review. “The caves have, year-round, a constant comfortable temperature, being warm in winter and cool in summer. No air conditioning or heating is required,” he says. 
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Casas Cueva, Galera Spain 


The Casas Cueva is typical in that it has traditional hotel furnishings with each room offering a bathroom, a color television, a fully-equipped kitchen, an open fireplace and other modern-day essentials. There’s even internet connections. Rates start at about $110. 

For those who can’t get enough of the subject, the town also has a Cave Museum with memorabilia about cave homes. There are about 2,000 cave homes in the city. 

The area of Turkey around Cappadocia is also known for its cave homes and hotels. Nestled in a site in the shadow of snow-capped volcanoes, the area looks like a scene from the first “Star Wars” movie, wrote a New York Times Reporter. 

Faruk Maden, a stone-master, carved out his own 12-room Urgup Evi Cave Hotel in a deep basin dominated by a fortress of natural rock formations. Rooms have televisions and free internet. Fax service is available. Rates start at about $100. 
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Kayadam Cave Hotel, Turkey 


Perhaps even more of a bargain is the nearby Kayadam Cave Hotel, where rates start at $70. It may be small with only eight rooms to choose from, but services here include a private shower or bath tub, balconies, televisions, a garden and a cave bar. 

For about the same price, visitors can stay at a 19th century converted Greek mansion that now offers 13 rooms, four of them in caves. The cave rooms come with Jacuzzis. 

Similar to their more traditional lodging places, some cave hotels have suites. The 18-room Gamirasu Cave House Hotel in a restored thousand-year-old Byzantine monastery offers several different suite options, some of which collect $750 in high season. 

If you wonder what to do in Cappadocia (meaning “land of beautiful horses”), there’s horseback riding, monasteries and museums to visit, hot air ballooning and hiking. There are also several Whirling Dervishes in the area. Some cave hotels are unusual or one-of-a-kind such as Kokopelli’s just north of Farmington, New Mexico, near the Mesa Verde National Monument. 

A retired geologist, Bruce Black, wanted to build an office in a cave, so he gave some laid-off miners $20,000 to bore a deep hole in the side of a cliff face. The cave is 70 feet below the surface. Guests walk down a sloping path to intermittent steps that cut into the sandstone along a steep pathway. Climbing a short ladder at the bottom of the path with wooden steps leads visitors to the front entrance. 
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Kokopelli's, New Mexico


Ensconced in Kokopelli’s, guests can look straight down the side of the mountain and see four states. 

Lindy Poole bought the unit and lived here for a while before becoming hostess and renting it out to others in 1998. 

She originally planned to buy a bed and breakfast. “But I thought I’m not going to be a slave to five people’s beds and five people’s potties -- who I don’t even know -- for 30 days a month,” she says, noting that she plans to close the hotel during the winter months. 

The one-bedroom cave home has 1,650 square feet. Rates start at about $240.It’s been named one of the “Top 10 Best Extreme Hotels” and “The 10 Most Adventurous Overnight Lodges.” 

Then, at the far upper end of the spectrum in luxury, there’s the Caves in Negril, Jamaica. “It’s famed as a funky and intimate escape,” says Andria Mitsakos, who does public relations for the luxury property that has often been voted by users as being among the top 10 Caribbean luxury destinations. 

“There’s no better measurement for our success than positive feedback from real travelers,” says Phyllis Somer, general manager. 
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The Caves, Negril Jamaica 


The Caves is honeycombed with grottoes: one is flower-strewn, another has a bubbling hot tub, while others are just portals into the clear sea below populated by dolphins, parrot fish and sea turtles. There are 10 handcrafted cottages that blend into the grottoes. 

Rates start at $765 a night. 

So all in all, there’s nothing wrong and some things right about hotel cave life. Maybe the Geico caveman is right after all about being a smart thinker. 
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David Wilkening is a writer specializing in travel and business-real estate writing. His work has appeared in dozens of publications and dot coms. He never met a trip he didn't like. He is a former newspaperman who worked in Chicago, Detroit, Orlando and Washington, DC, where he was a writer and editor covering a wide variety of subjects ranging from politics to feature stories. 


